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The deadline for the October 
2020 Communicator is  
Monday, September 21st, 2020

September 6, 2020
Sharing our Stories
Service Leader:
Service Coordinator: Marian Siemens

Stories are a way to connect us.  
Join us Sunday Sept 6, where mem-
bers of our community will share 
their stories of their journey into the 
UU church and what sustains them 
to remain. This Sunday we have the 
opportunity to listen to some of 
these stories. Sharing our journeys 
helps us build connections within 
our beloved community.

September 13, 2020
Pride
Service Leaders: Dylan Fijal & Rev. 
Meghann Robern
Service Coordinator: Dylan Fijal

Pride Week may be virtual this 
year, but that won’t stop us from 
celebrating the lives of queer people 
in Winnipeg and beyond! 

September 20, 2020
Living Waters
Service Leader: Rev. Meghann Robern, 
DLFD Andrea James, Music Director PJ 
Buchan, and Student Minister Nicole 
McKay
Service Coordinator: Odell Havsdotter

Each year we celebrate a new 
program year with water commu-
nion and ingathering. Just as flowing, 
living water that is always changing 
is the building block of life, so too are 
we adapting to new worlds and new 
realities. For our ingathering rituals 
this year, please bring a small stone 
and your face masks with you to the 
service.

September 27, 2020
Pure Imagination
Service Leader: Rev. Meghann Robern
Service Coordinator: M.C. Ziegler

2020 has brought epic levels of 
change to all our lives. Making mean-
ing out of struggle and despair is 
essential to human living, and yet it 
can be difficult to make a path into 
a better future. Come explore the 
power of imagination and creativity 
with us.

mailto:uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
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From the Minister’s Study
by The Reverend Meghann Robern

I am 
delighted to 
share with 
you that we 
will have a 
student min-
ister with us 
this program 
year. Nicole 

McKay (she/her/hers) is a Unitarian 
Universalist seminarian studying 
at the University of Toronto. She 
requires a field education placement 
for this school year through her 
M.Div. program, and due to COVID 
has been authorized to do it virtually. 
Out of all the UU congregations in 
Canada, she has chosen us!

Nicole is a parent to two children, 
a francophone, a vocalist and musi-
cian, and has a deep love for being 
in nature. She is an aspirant with the 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
working towards ordination and 
a member in good standing with 
the Unitarian Universalist Ministers 
Association. Her home congregation 
is the First Unitarian Congregation 
of Toronto. She currently resides on 

the traditional lands of the Petun, 
Anishinabewaki, Mississauga and 
Haudenosaunee peoples in Canadian 
Forces Base Borden, Ontario.

Nicole has been an officer in the 
Canadian Armed Forces since 2005. 
She has recently transferred to the 
chaplain branch where she will 
complete her remaining studies and 
go on to serve all members and their 
families as the first Unitarian Univer-
salist Canadian military chaplain in 
history.

As a Unitarian Universalist and 
serving with us, a signatory to the 
Winnipeg Indigenous Accord, part 
of her work this year will be listening 
and learning from indigenous voices 
about the intersection of Canadian 
military presence with colonization 
and white supremacy culture. Her 
portfolio will include, but not be lim-
ited to: pastoral care, worship, social 
justice, and faith development.

During her time with us through 
next spring, Nicole can be reached at 
nmckay@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca.

In gratutide and faith,
Rev Meghann

Nicole McKay, our 
student minister for  
2020 - 2021

Honours for Margret  
Benedictsson

Gini Martin and Lois Whyte lit a 
candle on August 23rd in honour of 
Margret Benedictsson (1866 - 1956) 
who is this year’s inductee into the 
Citizens Hall of Fame. Born in Iceland, 
she immigrated to Manitoba in the 
1890s. 

She was a suffragist, a journalist, a 
mother and a pioneer whose seminal 
role in achieving women’s right to 
vote in Manitoba is undisputed. Her 
activism for women’s rights saw her 
become the 1st President of the Uni-
tarian Ladies’ Aid Society in 1905. 

To this day, monies in her name 
flow into our church’s annual operat-
ing budget (via the Winnipeg Foun-
dation). 

She was one of ours.

mailto:nmckay@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
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Living Our Faith 
Faith Development Notes 

At All Times: register children for 
Religious Exploration (RE)

September

1 Deadline to register for 
Creating Our Caring Community

 The POP password will be 
shared with parents who’ve 
registered with RE

10 Creating Our Caring Community 
(Thursdays) begins

13 Pride Sunday
 Pre-Service RE for registered 

school-aged children begins - 
10:00-10:20 am

 For risk management, please 
register for RE if children will 
be attending.

 The Sunday Service team 
continues to explore and live 
into whole-church services. We 
hope the whole family will stay 
for worship.

14 This week RE Packets will be 
delivered to families we have 
addresses for.

15 Deadline to register for 
Wellspring: Sources

20 Pre-Service RE for   
registered school-aged   
children - 10:00-10:20 am

 Water Communion
21 Deadline to register for all  

Covenant Groups
26 Wellspring: Sources retreat - 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm
27 Pre-Service POP RE for 

registered school-aged 
children - 10:00-10:20 am

by Andrea James, Director of Lifespan Faith DevelAopment

Enlisting our imaginations 
to craft new ways  

of being and doing

Our theme this 
month is Imagi-
nation. I find this 
both ironically 
funny - who could 
ever have imag-
ined that 2020 
would look like it 
does?! - and per-

fectly apt for these times. I feel like 
this time of revolution, pandemic-
related changes, and “great unravel-
ing”, as Joanna Macy would say, is the 
perfect time to enlist our imagina-
tions to craft new ways of being and 
doing. 

At FUUW, we’ve already cre-
ated some new ways of doing (and 
being) church together and building 
and maintaining our community of 
communities, 
all online. What 
else might we 
be able to shift, 
or begin anew? 
Are we willing 
to experiment as we go, reflect and 
evaluate, then pivot?

What are the things you need at 
this point in the pandemic, to renew 
or deepen your spirit, or connect to 
your community, engage with other 
generations? How can you imagine 
meeting those needs? What new 
thing could we try?

The Religious Exploration (RE) 
Committee (faith development for 
children, youth, and families) and I 
had already imagined a new model 
for our (in-person) RE gatherings. 
We’re using this year to dive into that 
creative process. We’ve also been in 
conversation over the past several 
months, imagining how and what 
to offer for RE during a pandemic.  

We’re running a pared-down RE 
program, and increasing our support 
to parents. I hope you’ll read more, 
here.

I’m taking a few months to savour 
and dive deeply into the work of 
adrienne maree brown (intentionally 
lower case), alongside a large group 
of religious education colleagues. 
We’re “moving at the pace of trust” 
as we go through her 2017 book 
Emergent Strategy: Shaping Change, 
Changing Worlds, sharing our ideas, 
interconnections we see between 
things, how we engage with the 
work, and ultimately how we can 
embrace emergent strategy in 
service of religious education in our 
congregations. 

Some have said this book has 
become their 

bible over the last 
couple of years, 
with colour-
ful sticky notes 
breaking out 

all over. Others are coming new to 
the theory; I’m in the middle; and I 
know that our Board has studied it 
as well. Do you have experience with 
the concept of emergent strategy? 
I’d love to hear what you’re thinking 
about and seeing and integrating 
into your life. What spells and prac-
tices do you use? What do you think 
might be emerging in our FUUW 
world? How can we as a community 
intentionally adapt during this time 
of upheaval?

As always, I love to hear from and 
connect with you. Blessings as we 
move into this church year together.

In faith,
Andrea
dlfd@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca

Faith Development Notes 
for October on page 4

https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/wellspring-sources/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/wellspring-sources/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/covenant-groups/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/covenant-groups/
https://workthatreconnects.org/spiral/the-great-turning/the-global-context/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
http://adriennemareebrown.net
https://www.mcnallyrobinson.com/9781849352604/adrienne-mare-brown/emergent-strategy?blnBKM=1
https://www.mcnallyrobinson.com/9781849352604/adrienne-mare-brown/emergent-strategy?blnBKM=1
mailto:dlfd%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
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Many of our faith development 
or learning programs for all ages are 
now on our website and registrations 
are open! 

Are you new to us? Look for New 
to First UU to learn about who we are 
and what we do. Register by Oct. 15.

Are you interested in the caring 
aspect of being together, especially 
while we must remain apart? Creat-
ing Our Caring Community begins on 
September 10, so register soon! The 
deadline is September 1.

We have two different ways to 
gather in small groups. Monthly 
Covenant Groups explore the theme 
of the month, and there are many 
different time slots for you to choose 
from. Wellspring: Sources meets twice 
a month, and takes a deep dive into 
the six sources that Unitarian Univer-
salists turn to for wisdom. Both types 
of groups will foster meaningful con-
nections with other UUs.

Do you identify as an elder or an 
older adult? Once a month, we’ll be 
sharing lunch together - online only! 

Faith Development Programs

- along with a program, beginning 
September 1. Look for Elder Reflec-
tions. Registration isn’t needed; just 
join in on Zoom.

And parents and caregivers of chil-
dren and teens, this is for you:

Our religious exploration plans 
are detailed on our website (here for 
children and here for youth). We’ll be 
gathering elementary-aged children 
on Zoom prior to the service each 
Sunday, from 10:00 to 10:20 am, 
beginning on September 13th. Short 
and sweet and time for our youngest 
UUs to be together.

And finally parents and caregiv-
ers, we are holding you and your 
families in love as our beloved young 
people return to school. Andrea will 
be holding space for Parent Voices on 
Wednesday September 23 from 6:30 
to 7:30 pm to debrief your back-to-
school experience and feelings.

Please visit the church website 
and look under the Learning tab for 
much more information about all of 
these programs and more, and to 
register. 

by Andrea James, Director of Lifespan Faith DevelAopment

October

1 Evening Wellspring: Sources  
with DLFD Andrea begins

 October RE Packets will   
 arrive around now

3 Creating Our Caring   
 Community (Saturday) -   
10:00-2:30

4 RE for registered school-  
aged children - 10:00-10:20 
am

8 Afternoon Wellspring:   
Sources with Rev. Meghann 
begins

10 2nd Saturdays Covenant   
Group begins

11 RE for registered school-  
aged children - 10:00-10:20 
am

13 2nd Tuesdays Covenant   
Group begins

14 2nd Wednesdays Covenant 
Group begins

15 Deadline to register for   
New to First UU

16 3rd Fridays Covenant Group 
begins

18 RE for registered school-  
aged children - 10:00-10:20 
am

20 3rd Tuesdays Covenant   
 Group begins

21 3rd Wednesdays Covenant  
 Group begins

23-25  Western Region Fall   
 Youth Conference (online)

 DLFD Andrea will be 
attending the LREDA Fall   
Conference

25 POP RE for registered   
 school-aged children -   
 10:00-10:20 am

26 4th Mondays Covenant   
 Group begins

29 New to First UU begins

Faith Development Notes
At All Times: register children for 
Religious Exploration (RE)

L.I.T.E.  is 
ourShare 
the Plate 
recipient 

for the month of Septem-
ber.

L.I.T.E. (Local Investment Toward 
Employment) is a Winnipeg founda-
tion dedicated to job creation for 
people that need a hand up into 
work and out of poverty. For over 

20 years, LITE has created jobs for 
people in Winnipeg’s inner city who 
are struggling with homelessness, an 
abusive relationship, or an addiction. 
There can be real barriers to work-
ing your way out - A family crisis. A 
missed bill. A record. Because of our 
donors, LITE is able to provide our 
partner organizations with funding 
to train and hire Winnipeggers in-
need to work and gain experience for 
future long-term employment.

https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/congregational-life-series/new-to-first-uu/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/congregational-life-series/new-to-first-uu/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/congregational-life-series/creating-our-caring-community/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/congregational-life-series/creating-our-caring-community/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/covenant-groups/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/wellspring-sources/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/older-adults/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/older-adults/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/teens/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/connection/zoom-connections/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/congregational-life-series/new-to-first-uu/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/adults/congregational-life-series/new-to-first-uu/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
https://uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/learning-overview/children/
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Board Notes
by  Lauren Bailey, President

This 
tribute 
was sent 
to me by 
Keren 
Taylor-
Hughes, 

the CEO of  Winnipeg Harvest. It 
made me think of our Church Har-
vest Team. They are the folks she is 
talking about. They are a New Kind 
of Hero! Thanks to each of them and 
their chairperson, Brian Klowak for 
their dedication. You are our heroes!

In pre-COVID times, heroes tradi-
tionally wore uniforms of some sort: 
firefighters, athletes, doctors, nurses 
etc.

Currently and during COVID, we 
began to recognize a different type 
of hero. The ones who make our 
lives possible. The essential workers 
who instead of staying safe at home 
did the selfless thing, the essential-
services thing, without expectations 
of fanfare or reward. Those who 
continue to serve Manitobans during 
a very, difficult time. They wore no 

A New Kind of Hero 
submitted by Bonnie Thiessen

Hello every-
one,

I have an 
exciting invita-
tion for the 
entire First UU 
Winnipeg com-
munity!

With the 
capable direc-
tion of Rever-

end Linda Thomson of the CUC, we 
are hosting two sessions this Sep-
tember to help update our mission 
and vision for the next few years, and 
everyone is invited to have their say.

Working with Reverend Linda 
is available to us through our CUC 
membership, and she has facilitated 
several other congregations through 
this process.

We are hosting two sessions on 
the afternoons of Sunday, September 
20 and Sunday, September 27, for 
about two hours each. We ask that 
people try to attend both sessions, 
but if you can only make it to one, 
that’s alright as well. (but try for two - 
they feed off each other!)

More information and questions 
for some pre-thinking will be sent 
out via all-church email in the week 
before the first meeting. 

Our mission and vision informs 
what we do in our committees, as 
well as our direction for Sunday 
services and our work in the greater 
community. Examining it every 
few years lets us stay current to our 
values and confirm our choices for 
the work we do. Ours is a living and 
democratic faith community - bring 
your ideas and let’s plan together!

 

 Your board meets on the 3rd Tues-
day of each month at 18:30 on Zoom. 
Are you interested in attending? 
The meetings are open to all church 
members - email me to get the Zoom 
link. Exceptions for some topics will 
occur for confidentiality reasons. 

I want to hear from you. You can 
contact me at president@uuwinni-
peg.mb.ca. 

capes. Yet, they stood tall, like sen-
tinels guarding our health and our 
way of life: retail staff, gas attendants, 
teachers, and countless others.

Today, I would like to shine a light 
on the Harvest CREW, volunteers and 
other people in our food bank net-
work across the province in churches, 
community centres, shelters, and 
soup kitchens, who put themselves 
in harm’s way to serve those in need.

Who knew going to Harvest daily 
would be a heroic endeavour? And 
yet, that is what it became. Beyond 
words, the commitment and cour-
age you displayed when you chose 
to leave the safety of your homes 
and loving arms of families to come 
and work for our community was a 
choice, and a statement of values in 
your hearts. Many of you had to self-
isolate as the families were fearful, 
many walked miles in fear of taking 
public transit. Some of you, over age 
65 and considered most vulnerable 
to the virus, still worked and fulfilled 
your food bank duties. You became 
the first and last line of food support 
in our community.

Your courage kept our doors 
open. Hope flowed with the food. 
Without you, there would have been 
much more suffering and anxiety. 
Because of you, fewer children and 
their families experienced the emo-
tional impact of hunger and food 
insecurity. Because of you, our com-
munity is more secure and stronger 
- maybe more than at any other time. 
You have been heroic in every mea-
sure of the word. And on behalf of 
Harvest and all the Manitobans you 
serve, we salute you, and thank you.

mailto:president@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
mailto:president@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
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We can all do the happy dance 
of joy on a newly paved parking lot 
that has been more than 20 years 
in the planning. Congratulations to 
all of us for helping to make this big 
(and expensive) project a completed 
reality.  

We have a few special thank yous 
that are very important. Firstly, to 
Peter Hill Carrol and Larry Phillips 
who have been shepherding this 
project in a very hands-on way for 
the last three years. There has been 
a lot of follow up with architects, 
contractors, 
engineers, and 
City of Winnipeg 
permits and 
zoning. We could 
not have done 
this major capital 
project with-
out Peter and 
Larry.  We also 
want to thank 
our A-Team for 
working hard 
to obtain a 
special grant in 
the amount of 
$20,000 from 
the Winnipeg 
Foundation. And, of course, a major 
thank you to the Winnipeg Founda-
tion for the generosity and support 
they have shared with us. We have 
a long relationship with the Win-
nipeg Foundation with the Margret 
Benedictsson Trust Fund that pays us 
annually on the investment earnings 
as well as a previous grant for $5000 
many years ago to obtain hand dry-
ers as part of an environmental shift 
away from paper towels. We hope 

Lots of Compliments on our New Parking Lot!
by Liz Redston

to continue working with the Winni-
peg Foundation and perhaps obtain 
additional support for other capital 
projects such as the elevator. 

The images shared show you the 
beautiful new parking lot in case you 
have not been by the church lately. 
There are 38 official parking spots, as 
well as three more for staff.  We have 
two designated handicap spots and 
can install signage for two additional 
spots closest to the main walkway 
to reserve spaces for people with 
mobility limitations. The parking lot 

now has painted lines to help get us 
used to the new configuration. Bike 
parking is on a paved space close the 
front door area and overflow could 
be on the grass area as well. We are 
delighted to have new soil and sod 
in the centre area and hopefully this 
will help reduce the weeds we have 
seen over that last number of years. 
With the changed alignment we 
now need to ensure no parking in 
the driveway loop, especially at the 

entrance area. This area has always 
been the fire lane with signs to 
indicate no parking. As before we still 
have overflow parking options along 
Wellington Crescent and next door at 
the empty Children’s Rehab Centre.  

We have been getting very posi-
tive feedback from rental clients who 
saw us before the paving and are 
most appreciative of the new fin-
ished surface. Nice to know that our 
rental business is being positively 
impacted with the completion of the 
parking lot. 

We are so 
pleased to finally 
have a com-
pleted front yard 
for our property 
- well almost 
completed. We 
should probably 
look at replacing 
our church sign 
sometime in the 
not too distant 
future. Although 
the updated 
banners do add 
a fresh touch 
and now also 
nicely profile our 

online services, it would be wonder-
ful to see signage with lighting and 
LED messaging, perhaps sometime in 
the next 20 years!  

Enjoy the new parking lot and 
thanks everyone for your support.  
We all played an important part in 
making this project happen with 
our generous financial contribu-
tions towards the annual care and 
stewardship of our faith community. 
Thank you all. 
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Parking Lot continued

The Winnipeg Foundation con-
nects donors from all walks of life 
with local charitable organizations 
that help our city flourish, for all. The 
Foundation is an endowment-based 
organization which means gifts 
received are pooled and invested. 
The income generated provides a 
stable source of support for our com-
munity For Good. Forever.

The Foundation makes commu-
nity grants to charitable organiza-
tions in support of the following 
Cause areas: Arts, Culture & Heritage, 
Children, Youth & Families, Environ-
ment & Animal Welfare, Health, 
Wellness & Recreation, Literacy, 
Education & Employment. In 2019, it 
distributed $57.5 million to the com-
munity.

Established in 1921, The Winnipeg 
Foundation is Canada’s first commu-
nity foundation. Today, it is a leader 
in what has become an international 
philanthropic movement.

Thanks to the Winnipeg
Foundation

In progress shot - sewer 
and water 

Another view
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This summer, our congregation lost 
two very relevant individuals in our 
church life.

The first 
was Margaret 
Mooibroek who 
died July 20, 
2020, in hospice 
care, surrounded 
by the love of her 
family.  Margaret 
was our “house 
mother”.  She 
groomed our 
live plants and 

nurtured them, kept our kitchen 
stocked and deep cleaned, and 
laundered our church linens at 
home.  When she took ill, it took a 
“team” of volunteers to replace “one” 
Margaret.

Margaret collected Canadian Tire 
money to purchase staples for the 
kitchen.  She recycled candle wax from 
crayons and used candles, creating 
new tapers to use in our church and 
sell in our UU Gift Shop, along with 
healthy plants that eager buyers were 
always pleased to take home with 
them.

Each Thursday for years, our Mar-
garet made the coffee for the Harvest 
clients, to demonstrate our church’s 
hospitality.  She regularly reminded 
the congregation of our recycling 
initiatives. It was also Margaret who 
scoured the Thrift Stores of Winni-
peg to purchase kitchen utensils and 
over 150 matching stoneware coffee 
cups.  That was Margaret’s tenac-
ity which aided our congregation in 
avoiding disposable cup contributions 
to the landfill.  Each after-church Sun-
day Coffee Hour sported those cups, 
and will continue to be Margaret’s vis-
ible legacy to us.

Endowment Fund
by Linda Henderson

We all enjoyed Margaret’s baking 
prowess, when she baked cookies 
and loaves for post-church Coffee 
Time.  She willingly shared her recipes, 
when requested, and willingly fur-
nished the bake Table at each yearly 
Services Sale.

Margaret was a regular Sunday Ser-
vice attender (second row), was kind 
to newcomers, and issued a friendly 
smile to all.  She was our unsung 
Treasure.  We will miss your presence 
amongst us, dear Margaret.  Our hearts 
go out to Fred and family.

Our 
second loss, 
this summer, 
was David 
Livingstone 
who died on 
August 9, 
2020, from 
complica-
tions which 
attacked his 

heart.  He was 
a devoted and active member of our 
congregation.  In addition, he was a 
force to be reckoned with.

All three of those attributes were 
front and centre when David served on 
the Board as Treasurer, during the time 
when the Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) was thoroughly examining the 
church’s books and bylaws with a dis-
cerning eye, while going through the 
process of questioning our charitable 
status.  David and other Board mem-
bers were instrumental in guiding the 
CRA to the proper conclusion of our 
charitable status reinstatement.

After serving on the Board, David 
joined the Endowment Fund as an able 
Trustee, bringing his investment and 
business sense and expertise to the 
table.  He remained a Trustee until his 
death.

David joined the church during the 
transition to Wellington Crescent from 
Banning Street.  He and Verna wanted 
to be married in our new sanctuary, 
but their wedding date arrived before 
the sanctuary was completed.  The 
ceremony was held elsewhere, with a 
UU minister officiating.

David owned his own sewer and 
drain company, and was an invaluable 
resource to the Properties Commit-
tee.  He was always a willing hand. 
David was inquisitive and always eager 
to learn. If someone asked him a ques-
tion he did not know the answer to, his 
reply was always:  “I don’t know, but I 
will find out”.  He was a man of results.

Rest in peace, dear David, you will 
be missed.  Our hearts go out to Verna 
and family.

Since our last report, the Endow-
ment Fund has received a total of 
$350.00 from the following:
•	 Cheryl Simmonds - in memory of 

Margaret Mooibroek
•	 Linda Henderson - in memory of 

Margaret Mooibroek
•	 David Parker - in memory of Mar-

garet Mooibroek
•	 James & Sonya Watson - in memory 

of David Livingstone
•	 Linda Henderson - in memory of 

David Livingstone
•	 Lois Whyte - in memory of David 

Livingstone 
Thank you to our most recent 
donors.
Will you join us in contributing to 

our UU future?  No contribution too 
large or too small.  Please make your 
cheque to First UU Church of Win-
nipeg, with Endowment Fund in the 
re line.  If you have questions, please 
contact any of your friendly Trustees 
- we’re approachable!

Your Endowment Fund Trustees:
Linda Henderson - varadero@mymts.net
James Watson - jewatson@mymts.net

mailto:varadero@mymts.net
mailto:jewatson@mymts.net
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I hope everyone is keeping well and finding crafty outlets for their creative energy.  We are relaunching the idea 
of creating a collaborative quilt to help connect us while we remain safe and healthy in our own home. This is a great 
project and easy if you have a bit of fabric at home or feel like cutting up some old clothing.  Sewing skills are optional. 
This can be a fun family activity.  

Timeline:  Fall 2020 .  Complete your square by December 1, 2020.  Put in a baggie and drop off at the church 
mailbox when finished. We want to put the quilt together in the early winter months. 

How to make a quilt square:  Cut a fabric square no bigger than 12 X 12 inches and no smaller than 6 X 6 inches. 
Preferably on cotton. You can do quilt piecing, applique, images in embroidery or running stitch, or drawn with 
permanent fabric markers ( or something similar).  

What is a collaborative quilt?   Super simple - we all do a square or two or three. Then we put the squares 
together to create an art quilt. 

Do I need a sewing machine?  No - the easiest thing to do is a simple running stitch to create your images or 
design.  This is just a thread and needle going up and down with short or long stiches.  Be sure to use colourful 
thick thread ( at least three strands of embroidery floss or light yarn)  Check out this collection of running stitch 
ideas:  https://www.pinterest.ca/dotolivera/running-stitch/ 

I don›t know how to sew:  No problem ! You can draw on fabric or use a fusible iron on product to attach fabric 
images.  

What kinds of designs or images can I make?  Almost anything is great.  Our hope is a UU art quilt that reflects 
our feelings right now.  Try to think of images that reflect your feelings about our church community or faith, or feel-
ings about COVID and the changes in your life.  Need some UU inspiration - check out this site: https://www.pinterest.
ca/cathywright5454/unitarian-universalist/

Have fun with this collaborative project and we hope to see lots of interesting quilt squares completed.  Wouldn’t it 
be nice to have a new wall hanging to commemorate this crazy time in our lives? And let’s all look forward to when we 
can gather again and share our stories and experiences sitting in our sanctuary.  If you have questions send an email to 
Liz Redston at eliz_redston@hotmail.com

Take care and keep well 

P.S. On another sewing related topic.....
It looks as though we are headed toward mandatory masks in a variety of locations this fall. Are you looking for a 

simple pattern for masks? Check out https://blog.treasurie.com/diy-mask/  This site has two styles of masks, a printable 
pattern and link to video tutorial. 

UU Craftivism  — Collaborative Covid Quilt Project
by Liz Redston

https://www.pinterest.ca/dotolivera/running-stitch/
https://www.pinterest.ca/cathywright5454/unitarian-universalist/
https://www.pinterest.ca/cathywright5454/unitarian-universalist/
mailto:eliz_redston@hotmail.com
https://blog.treasurie.com/diy-mask/
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Please submit materials to the 
editor Marjorie Doyle by email to:
   communicator@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
               or 204.663.2126

The deadline for the  
October issue is:  

Monday, September 21st,  2020

The opinions of the authors 
are their own and do not nec-
essarily represent those of the 
Board of Directors, the editorial 
board, the newsletter editor, or 
the church minister. 

Minister
     the Reverend Meghann Robern
       minister@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
Director of Lifespan Faith Development

Andrea James
      
Lay Chaplain

Barb Shearer
Board President
      Lauren Bailey
      president@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
Pastoral Care Coordinator

Bonnie Thiessen
      pastoralcare@uuwinnipeg.
mb.ca
Music Director

PJ Buchan
Choir Accompanist

Paul Rodermond
Caretaker

Ray Aikens
Webmaster

Karin Carlson 
      webmaster@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
Rental Events Director

 rentals@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
Newsletter Editor

Marjorie Doyle
communicator@uuwinnipeg.

mb.ca
Editorial Assistant

Linda Henderson
Office Administrator

office@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca

Who’s Who

The 1st Unitarian Universalist  
Church of Winnipeg

603 Wellington Crescent
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 0A7

Telephone: 204.474.1261   
Fax: 204.284.2639

Office Hours:
Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

www.uuwinnipeg.mb.ca

       dlfd@uuwinnipeg.mb.ca

Welcome to a weekly recap of CUC events 
happening over the next 4 weeks, from August 
26 – September 22. Please share widely with your 
staff and congregation. Information about all the 
upcoming CUC events, including additional dates 
and times, and forms for registered events can be 
found on our Events page on our website.

https://cuc.ca/events/

Upcoming Events:
Sunday Summer Services Series
Sundays, 1 pm PT | 2 pm MT | 3 pm CT | 4 pm ET | 5 pm AT 
More information is available at https://cuc.ca/events/sunday-summer-

services-series/1593964800/1593972000/

Our Regular Events:
Gathered Here
Monday, September 14, 5 pm PT  | 6 pm MT| 7 pm CT|8 pm ET | 9 pm AT
More information is available at https://cuc.ca/events/gathered-here-mon-

days-july-august/1594065600/1594071000/

Connect and Deepen
Sunday, September 13, 1 pm PT  | 2 pm MT  | 3 pm CT  | 4 pm ET  | 5 pm AT
More information is available at https://cuc.ca/events/connect-and-

deepen-september-2020/1600012800/1600018200/

Save the dates! 
The CUC 2020 National Fall and Regional Gathering will take place from 

Friday, November 13 to Sunday, November 15. Join us for regional conver-
sations, interesting workshops, and a national Sunday Service. 

Our Fall Youth Con is being planned for the weekend of October 23-25 
and is open to youth and advisors all over Canada.

Watch for more details and registration information coming soon!
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mailto:minister%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
mailto:pastoralcare%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
mailto:webmaster%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
http://www.bearclanpatrolinc.com
mailto:communicator%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
mailto:communicator%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
mailto:office%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=
http://www.uuwinnipeg.mb.ca
mailto:dlfd%40uuwinnipeg.mb.ca?subject=

